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AQUATIC INVADER INVESTIGATOR

Knotweed

Name          Date

Learning Comprehension Questions

WHAT DO YOU KNOW?

1 Where is knotweed from? 

2 How did knotweed get here? 

3 How fast and how tall does it grow? 

4 What is knotweed’s preferred habitat? 

5 What are the differences and similarities between Japanese and giant knotweed? 

6 What is knotweed’s ecological function in its native range? 

7 How is knotweed’s interaction with other plants in its native habitat different from its interaction with 
plants in the habitat it has invaded? 

8 How does it reproduce in its native habitat? 

9 How does it reproduce and spread in its invaded habitat? 
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10 Name three ways knotweed can disperse to a new site. 

11 Why is the Pacific Northwest particularly prone to knotweed invasions? 

12 What is a riparian area? 

13 Why is riparian vegetation important? 

14 How does knotweed affect riparian vegetation? 

15 Knotweed leaf litter has reduced nutrient value as compared to some common native riparian plants. 
How might this affect the stream food web? 

16 You are a land manager, and it is your job to eradicate (remove permanently) a small patch of knot-
weed from a riverside. What are some steps you can take, as part of your control project, to prevent 
knotweed from spreading?

17 How do you know your control project has been successful? In other words, how do you know you 
have PERMANENTLY removed knotweed from the site?

18 Congratulations! You have successfully eradicated knotweed from a site. Does this mean you 
are done? Is this site now permanently weed-free? What reason(s) would you give to a 
land manager to explain why this plant should be actively managed?


