
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT & STUDY ABROAD 
MESSAGE DELIVERY OPPORTUNITIES
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The “Don’t Pack a Pest!” (DPAP) program educates international travelers about the risks and 
restrictions of bringing certain types of food, plants, and agricultural items into the United States. 

All travelers face similar regulations and penalties. Students can unknowingly help animal or  
plant diseases and pests hitchhike on items they bring into the United States or other countries by 
packing them in their luggage or shipping them in a package. These diseases and pests can 
potentially harm crops, forests, animals, and the environment. It takes only one person to spread 
harmful invasive pests!

This document helps school administrators understand when and where to utilize the 
materials developed by the DPAP program during the journey of international and study 
abroad students. 

Developed for the federal-state cooperative Don’t Pack a Pest program by Oregon Department of Agriculture, Oregon Invasive 

Species Council, and Oregon Sea Grant in partnership with United States Department of Agriculture, U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection, California Department of Food & Agriculture, and Northern Oregon International Educators.



These messages are incorporated into the DPAP products and 

help travelers understand the issue and the solutions. OVERVIEW: KEY MESSAGES
III

Why it is importantMessages to student What travelers can do

When you Travel,  

Declare Agriculture 

Items, Don’t Pack a 

Pest.

Help protect our food 

supply and natural  

resources!

Prohibited items may carry 
plant or animal pests and 
diseases that can harm crops, 
forests, livestock, and the 
environment.

You won’t be penalized if you 
declare. But if you don’t and are 
found with restricted items you 
could be fined up to $1,000 for 
your first offense.

Declaring helps to prevent the 
introduction of prohibited 
products that could pack a pest. 

Declare by telling U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection what 
food, plant, and animal items 
you have. Similar regulations 
apply upon arrival in most 
countries.

When packing for your trip or 
mailing a package, remember 
that these items might be 
available at grocery stores 
and supermarkets where you 
are going.

Before you pack it, learn if your 
items are prohibited.



HOW TO NAVIGATE THIS DOCUMENT

IV

This guide was developed to support college and university administrators who interface with 
student travelers. On page V, you will find an overview map of opportunities to use DPAP outreach 
materials at a certain point during a student’s journey to and from the U.S.

This map is generalized and is not intended to be a comprehensive map of all students’ experiences.

Access resources online when available by 
clicking on the product image. Look for 
the mouse icon. 

Navigate by clicking on the journey icons 
at the bottom of the page.

If you’re viewing on a computer or tablet, you can navigate 
this document by clicking on the journey icons below  
(using most common .pdf viewers).

https://www.dontpackapest.com


In the United States Agricultural Specialist has 

Discretion to Levy $1000 Fine if Prohibited 

Undeclared Items are Found.  Items are Confiscated.

Shop and Pack in Preparation for Travel

Travel Through Airports

Begin Conversation with  

Recruiter/Agents/Sponsors  

or Study Abroad Advisers
Declare Agricultural Items

Pre-travel Orientation Opportunities

Student is Admitted and Receives 

Information in mail or email

Each point on a student’s journey to school in the United States or abroad affords different 

opportunities to share the Don’t Pack a Pest message, improve a student’s travel experience and 

reduce the spread of agricultural pests internationally. See the following pages for products and 

actions at each point.

Student Returns Home

Participate in Student Orientation or 

other Welcoming Activities

College or Program 

Search Begins

Student Journey Steps DPAP Outreach Opportunities

STUDENT JOURNEY MAP
V



DPAP has developed a library of resources to help communicate the key messages. 

Choose options that work with your student population and curriculum. See the  

following pages for information about where and when you can use each resource.OVERVIEW: RESOURCES
VI

Video Vignettes: The Risk
Page 4, 9

DPAP Website
Page 3

Add Language to International 

Student Office website
Page 1

Video: Linus
Page 4

Provide resources that communicate 

what products are available in the  

United States.
Pages 4, 9

DPAP Brochure
Pages 3, 10

Print and Digital Airport Signage
Page 6

DPAP Luggage Tags
Pages 3, 10

Email Template
Page 3

Powerpoint Slides
Page 9

http://dontpackapest.com
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/dont-pack-a-pest/
https://youtu.be/x0S99cwnDqM


Did you know some foods, wood, plants, and agricultural 
products are not allowed to be brought into the United 
States? Help protect food supplies and natural resources. 

Find out what NOT to bring at: www.dontpackapest.com

COLLEGE OR PROGRAM SEARCH BEGINS
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Update your international student and/or study abroad student webpage. 

Add the language below:

ACTION YOU CAN TAKE
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BEGIN CONVERSATION WITH RECRUITER/AGENTS/SPONSORS 
OR STUDY ABROAD ADVISERS



DPAP Brochure

This quad-fold brochure highlights some of the risks posed by 
invasive pests and provides examples of generally prohibited 
items. It also introduces the Don’t Pack A Pest program and 
outlines the process for declaring items to U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection. The brochure is also available online as a pdf.

DPAP Website

The Don’t Pack a Pest website (www.dontpackapest.com) has 
tools and detailed information about restricted items for travelers.

Email Template

Use this pre-written content to explain the risks posed by invasive 
species and connect students to the DPAP Website and other  
DPAP resources.

STUDENT IS ADMITTED AND RECEIVES INFORMATION IN MAIL OR EMAIL
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Distribute DPAP materials to students through mail or email

ACTION YOU CAN TAKE

DPAP Luggage Tags

Plastic tags that travelers can use to mark their luggage.

http://dontpackapest.com
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/dont-pack-a-pest/
http://dontpackapest.com


PRE-TRAVEL ORIENTATION OPPORTUNITIES

4

Integrate DPAP materials into your students’ electronic orientation  

materials or on your organization’s social media.  

Video Vignettes

Four 2 minute videos about the consequences of packing 
prohibited items and how to comply with regulations. 

Video: Linus

A one-minute video about U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
agricultural product detection dog, Linus. Informs the traveling 
public about prohibited items and declaring agricultural items.

ACTION YOU CAN TAKE

Provide resources that communicate what products are 
available in the United States.

Show that all kinds of specialty and international foods are 
available in the United States and where students can get them. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zJN2bliNOw
https://youtu.be/x0S99cwnDqM


SHOP AND PACK IN PREPARATION FOR TRAVEL
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 TRAVEL THROUGH AIRPORTS
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Print and Digital Airport Signage

Students may encounter DPAP signage or videos while traveling 
that emphasize the importance of declaring agricultural items. 

Students may encounter these products on airplanes or in airports.

C O N T E N T  P E N D I N G



DECLARE AGRICULTURAL ITEMS
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection Welcomes You to the United States

U.S. Customs and Border Protection is responsible for protecting the United 

States against the illegal importation of prohibited items. CBP officers have the 

authority to question you and to examine you and your personal property. If you 

are one of the travelers selected for an examination, you will be treated in a 

courteous, professional, and dignified manner. CBP Supervisors and Passenger 

Service Representatives are available to answer your questions. Comment 

cards are available to compliment or provide feedback.

Important InformationU.S. Residents—Declare all articles that you have acquired abroad and are 

bringing into the United States.
Visitors (Non-Residents)—Declare the value of all articles that will remain in 

the United States. Declare all articles on this declaration form and show the value in U.S. dollars. 

For gifts, please indicate the retail value. 

Duty—CBP officers will determine duty. U.S. residents are normally entitled 

to a duty-free exemption of $800 on items accompanying them. Visitors 

(non-residents) are normally entitled to an exemption of $100. Duty will 

be assessed at the current rate on the first $1,000 above the exemption.

Agricultural and Wildlife Products—To prevent the entry of dangerous agricultural 

pests and prohibited wildlife, the following are restricted: Fruits, vegetables, 

plants, plant products, soil, meat, meat products, birds, snails, and other 

live animals or animal products. Failure to declare such items to a Customs 

and Border Protection Officer/Customs and Border Protection Agriculture 

Specialist/Fish and Wildlife Inspector can result in penalties and the items 

may be subject to seizure.
Controlled substances, obscene articles, and toxic  substances are  generally 

prohibited entry.
The transportation of currency or monetary instruments, regardless of the 

amount, is legal. However, if you bring in to or take out of the United States 

more than $10,000 (U.S. or foreign equivalent, or a combination of both), you 

are required by law to file a report on FinCEN 105 (formerly Customs Form 4790) 

with U.S. Customs and Border Protection. Monetary instruments include coin, 

currency, travelers checks and bearer instruments such as personal or cashiers 

checks and stocks and bonds. If you have someone else carry the currency or 

monetary instrument for you, you must also file a report on FinCEN 105. Failure 

to file the required report or failure to report the total amount that you are 

carrying may lead to the seizure of all the currency or monetary instruments, 

and may subject you to civil penalties and/or criminal prosecution. SIGN ON 

THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THIS FORM AFTER YOU HAVE READ THE IMPORTANT 

INFORMATION ABOVE AND MADE A TRUTHFUL DECLARATION.

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT STATEMENT: An agency may not conduct or sponsor an information 

collection and a person is not required to respond to this information unless it displays a current valid 

OMB control number. The control number for this collection is 1651-0009. The estimated average time to 

complete this application is 4 minutes. Your response is mandatory. If you have any comments regarding 

the burden estimate you can write to U.S. Customs and Border Protection Office of Regulations and 

Rulings, 90 K Street, NE, 10th Floor, Washington, DC 20229.

Description of Articles 

 
CBP

(List may continue on another CBP Form 6059B) Value Use Only

Total

CBP Form 6059B (04/14)

FORM APPROVED
OMB NO. 1651-0009

Customs Declaration19 CFR 122.27, 148.12, 148.13, 148.110,148.111, 1498; 31 CFR 5316

I HAVE READ THE IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM AND HAVE MADE 

A TRUTHFUL DECLARATION.

CBP Form 6059B (04/14)

Signature 

Date (month/day/year)

Each arriving traveler or responsible family member must provide the  following 

information (only ONE written declaration per family is required). The term 

“family” is defined as “members of a family residing in the same household who 

are related by blood, marriage, domestic relationship, or adoption.”



Read the instructions on the back of this form. Space is provided to list all the 

items you must declare.

1 Family Name 
First (Given)

Middle

8 Countries visited on this  trip prior to U.S. arrival

4 (a) U.S. Street Address (hotel name/destination
(b) City 

(c) State

10 The primary purpose of this trip is business:  
Yes   No 

14 I have (We have) commercial merchandise:  
Yes   No  

(articles for sale, samples used for soliciting orders,  
or goods that are not considered personal effects)

11 I am (We are) bringing (a) fruits, vegetables, plants, seeds, food, insects:  Yes   No  

(b) meats, animals, animal/wildlife products: 
Yes   No  

(c) disease agents, cell cultures, snails:  
Yes   No  

(d) soil or have been on a farm/ranch/pasture:  
Yes   No 

12 I have (We have) been in close proximity of livestock:  Yes   No 

(such as touching or handling)

15 RESIDENTS—the total value of all goods, including commercial merchandise 

I/we have purchased or acquired abroad, (including gifts for someone else, 

but not items mailed to the U.S.) and am/are  
bringing to the U.S. is: 

$ 
VISITORS—the total value of all articles that will remain 
in the U.S.,  including commercial merchandise is: $ 

13 I am (We are) carrying currency or monetary instruments 
over $10,000 U.S. or foreign equivalent: 

Yes   No 

(see definition of monetary instruments on reverse) 

3 Number of Family members traveling with you

5 Passport issued by (country)
6 Passport number
7 Country of Residence

2 Birth date     Month   Day   Year 

9 Airline/Flight No. or Vessel Name

This Space For Offical Use Only

Travelers entering the United 
States complete a US Customs 
declaration form (6059-B) on  
paper or at the kiosk. They are 
asked to declare any agricultural 
items at the check points.

 Failure to declare agricultural 
items at an entry checkpoint can 
result in penalties and the item 
might be subject to seizure.

Travelers arriving in other  
countries face similar processes.



IN THE UNITED STATES AGRICULTURAL SPECIALIST HAS DISCRETION TO LEVY $1000 
FINE IF PROHIBITED UNDECLARED ITEMS ARE FOUND. ITEMS ARE CONFISCATED.
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PARTICIPATE IN STUDENT ORIENTATION OR OTHER WELCOMING ACTIVITIES
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Integrate DPAP materials into students’ in-person orientation materials.  

ACTION YOU CAN TAKE

Powerpoint Slides

For administrators to use at new student orientations along with 
physical examples of prohibited items.

Video Vignettes

Four 2-minute videos about the consequences of packing 
prohibited items and how to comply with regulations. 

Provide resources that communicate what products are 
available in the United States.

Show that all kinds of specialty and international foods are 
available in the United States and where a student can get them. 



STUDENT RETURNS HOME

10

Deliver DPAP materials to students as they prepare for travel home.

International Students obtain travel signature stamp  

from international student services prior to travel.

DPAP Brochure

This quad-fold brochure highlights some of the risks posed by 
invasive pests and provides examples of generally prohibited 
items. It also introduces the Don’t Pack A Pest program and 
outlines the process for declaring items to U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection. The brochure is also available online as a pdf.

DPAP Luggage Tags

Plastic tags that travelers can use to mark their luggage.

ACTION YOU CAN TAKE

https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/dont-pack-a-pest/


TRAVEL SAFELY AND DON’T PACK A PEST

11
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