Summary of Updates to Oregon Sea Grant’s Program Development Opportunity 
April 2026

Spring 2026 Update: 
Program Development Submission Eligibility for April – December 2026 ONLY: Anyone residing in Oregon who can receive a personal services contract from OSU and is / can be set up in the Federal SAM system is eligible to apply for Oregon Sea Grant (ORSG) program development funds up to $6,700 (direct costs) during the period April – December 2026, funds permitting. Awards over $6,700 (direct costs) will be made only through colleges and universities.

Winter 2025 Update:
Oregon Sea Grant Program Development Opportunity was closed from January 2025 – March 2026

Spring 2024 Updates:
Goal: To clarify the review and submission process, Oregon Sea Grant has drafted the following revisions to the Program Development policy and review process.
· Updates to Review Criteria
· Previous ORSG funding: If you have received previous ORSG funding for related work, we ask that you clearly articulate how the currently proposed work differs and meets Program Development criteria (Review Criterion #1).
· Societal Relevance: We acknowledge that proposals fall within a range from basic research proposals to solely outreach and engagement work. To accommodate, we have articulated expectations around “Societal Relevance” within the review criteria accordingly (Review Criterion #4).
· Scientifically sound: We have added clarity on what reviewers are asked to evaluate to determine whether a proposal is scientifically sound (Review Criterion #5).
· Budget: A new review criterion was added to capture assessment of the proposed funding request (Review Criterion #6).
· Programmatic Breadth: This preferred criterion was added as a consideration for proposal decisions. Submitters are asked to articulate --How your proposed project may contribute to the breadth of Oregon Sea Grant’s portfolio (Programmatic Consideration #9).

· New! In eSeaGrant
. We are asking submitters to provide an optional executive summary (~300 words). This helps when sharing the proposal for internal and external review and when communicating about funded projects.
. There are newly added required questions in eSeaGrant where investigators are asked to articulate alignment with the ORSG vision, mission, values and/or focus areas using a drop-down menu and text box.
. The review process in eSeaGrant has been clarified.
· All required criteria are equally weighted. This is not a change but is now explicitly stated in the Request for Proposals and in instructions to reviewers.
· As noted above in the Updates to Review Criteria, there is now clear guidance for “Societal Relevance” review depending on project type (Criterion #4).
· The Programmatic Considerations are evaluated using yes/no options. 
· Criterion #5 (“Sound scientific manner”) can be marked NA if the proposal is not research.
Refer to the Program Development Request for Proposals for complete submission instructions. A summary of changes is included below. 

Program Development Review Criteria
Revisions in red, May 2024
Required:
1. The project should be for exploratory or high-risk efforts or responsive to urgent needs or unforeseen opportunities that require a timely effort. If previous work has been supported by ORSG it is clear how the currently proposed work is different or builds upon prior funding to yield a new or more impactful outcome.
2. All Program Development proposals must align with Oregon Sea Grant’s vision,  mission, goals, and Strategic Plan.
3. Projects should have clearly described outcomes that are linked to project evaluation criteria.
4. Projects should be societally relevant. Proposed program development work may fall along a spectrum from basic research to solely outreach and engagement focused activities, with possible overlap. Societal relevance will be assessed accordingly, based on the ORSG Rubric for Societal Relevance.
a. If the proposal is research based, societal relevance is demonstrated through evidence of the social and/or cultural relevance of the work to Oregon’s coastal communities.
b. If there is an explicit outreach and engagement focus or component of the project, societal relevance is demonstrated through an Outreach and Engagement plan that includes the relevant audiences and is appropriate for the scope and scale of the budget. 
5. Projects should address any proposed research questions in a scientifically sound manner.
a. The degree to which the activity will advance the state of the science or discipline through use and extension of creative and innovative methods, while learning from previous findings. 
b. Reviewers screen for important technical flaws, originality, and innovative ideas, and provide feedback to PIs. 
6. The budget and budget justification should provide strong rationale for all expenses and be sufficient for all aspects of the project – including any engagement and outreach. Cost share (optional) and leveraged funds can also be included here. 
Programmatic Considerations:
1. Project supports investigators who are new to Oregon Sea Grant funding.
2. Project catalyzes multidisciplinary or regional efforts.
3. Project contributes to the programmatic breadth of the OSG portfolio. Consult our website to see projects we have funded recently.
