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I  g o t  a  ca l l  ea r ly  o ne  m o rn ing  f rom  a fe l lo w  stu de n t ,  a nd  a s  I a n sw e re d i t ,  I  he a rd  th e  e x c i te d  w o rd s  f rom  h e r  te l l in g 

m e  th a t  sh e  fo un d a  b ab y  sa lmo n  sh a rk  on  th e  b ea ch  c lose st  to  w he re  w e l iv e . As  fa st  a s  I  co u ld  I  g ra bb ed  m y  ca m e ra ,  

g o t  in  my  ca r ,  an d  sp ed  to the  be a ch  ru n n in g to  h e r f in din g .  Ge t t in g the re ,  e x c i te d  a s  I  w a s,  I  sa w no t  som e  fe ro c io u s  

p re da to r o f  th e se a , b u t a  d e l i ca te b e in g , de ad  an d  a lone  on  the  sho re .  

Artist’s Statement:  

A  v a lu ab le  d e l i ca cy  l iv e s  a lon g  th e Oreg on  coa st  tha t  i s h ea v i l y  sou gh t  a f te r ,  bu t  i t  i s  a  re so u rce  th a t  i s  

d e c l in in g q u i ck ly . Th e  te rm  “ de l i ca cy ” i s  o f te n  b rou gh t  u p  w he n  re fe rr in g  to  sh a rk s a nd  th e  in du st ry  o f  sha rk f in n ing ,  

b u t  in  the  co n te x t  o f  th is p ho to se r ie s ,  i t  re fe rs  to  th e de l i ca te na tu re an d  l i fe  o f  sha rk s .  T he  na rra t iv e  a bo u t sh a rk s  

h a s  be en  k no wn  to h av e a  n eg a t iv e  co nn o ta t ion  su rro und in g i t  p ro mo t ing  fea r  a nd  ha tred .  Th e me ssa ge  con ve y in g  

sh a rk s  a s  on e -d ime n sion a l k i l l ing  m a ch ine s  i s  ou tda ted , h a rm fu l  fo r  sha rk po pu la t ion s  a l l  a ro un d  th e  w o r ld  in c lu d ing  

th e  Ore go n  co a st ,  a nd  do e sn ’ t  rep re se n t  sh a rk s  an d  th ei r  co mp lex  l ive s .  

S h a rk s  an d ma ny  o th e r  m a r in e an ima ls  a re  no t  “d e l i ca c ie s” ,  the y a re  de l i ca te .  Dep i c ted  h e re a re  ima ge s  o f a  juv e n i le  

sa lm on  sha rk  th a t ha s  be en  be a ch ed  on  th e  Ore go n  co a st .  I t  i s  so  e a sy to  fo rge t  th a t  sh a rk s a re  no t  ju st mo n stro u s  

c re a tu re s  tha t  b i te  o f f  th e  a rm s o f  su r fe rs  o r ing red ie n ts  fo r  h ig h -e nd  sou p .  T h is  n a rra t ive  mu st  cha ng e  in  o rder  to  

v ie w the  spe c ie s  a s  de l i ca te  a s  th ey  a re  sh ow n  in  the se p i c tu re s .  So  ma ny  th in g s ne e d to  b e  do ne  to p ro te c t  th em ,  an d  

i t  a l l  s ta r ts  w i th ch an g in g ou r  v ie w s o n wh o  a nd  wh a t th e y a re .   

T h e se  an ima ls  a re  im pa cted  by  hu ma n a c t io n s -  b o th  po si t iv e  a nd  ne ga t ive -  tha t  h a ve  ca u sed  th e  o cea n to  ch an ge .  

T h e se  p i c tu re s  ca p tu re the  de l i ca te  e ssen ce o f  th e sh a rk  in  a  h op e  th a t  i t  re so n a te s  w i th  o the rs  an d  sh ow s the  p u re 

n a tu re  o f  sha rk s .  I t  d ep i c ts  vu lne rab i l i t ie s  in  sha rk s  tha t  a re  no t  o f ten  see n .  V u ln e ra b i l i t ie s a re som e th in g that  

e v e ry on e a nd  e ve ry th in g on  th is  p lan e t sh a re .  B e cau se  p e op le ’s  id ea s  o f sh a rk s  a re  w a rp ed ,  i t  i s  e a sy to  b e  

in d i f fe re n t to  th e i r  i ssu e s ,  b u t  i t  i s  ne ce ssa ry  to se e how  we  a re  n o t  p ro fo un d ly  d i f fe ren t .  I t  i s  n o t we l l  un de rsto o d 

b y  th e  p ub l i c  ho w imp o rta n t  sh a rk s  a re  to the  ba lan ce  of  th e  e co sy stem  he re  o n the  Oreg on  coa st  an d in  so  m a ny  

o th e r p la ce s .   

E v en  th ou g h sha rk s  a re  la be led  a d e l i ca cy , the y  a re  n o t a  re so u rce  tha t  sho u ld  b e  a va i lab le  fo r  con sum p t io n  o r 

co m me rc ia l u se . Sh a rk s  a re  a d e l i ca te a sse t  to  th e  se a  th a t  h e lp  ke ep  ba lan ce in  m an y  e co sy ste m s an d  n ee d  to  b e  

k e p t the re  a nd  p re se rv ed .  Th ey  a re  se e n a s  k i l l ing  ma ch in e s ,  b u t we  do n ’ t se e the  wh o le  p i c tu re . Wh o  is  k i l l ing  wh o?  
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