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Watershed Extension program helps
citizens implement the Oregon Plan
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in collaboration with OSU Extension Forestry and Agriculture staff
to help local councils form effective partnerships, understand their
watersheds, and create strategies
for enhancing or restoring them.
In the past ﬁve years 960 people
have attended the MWS program,
donating 13,120 volunteer hours
of restoration projects throughout Oregon. OSU Watershed
Extension has delivered many
additional educational programs,
reaching watershed groups and
individuals around the state.
The eight topics of the MWS
program focus on different aspects of watershed functions and
processes, with an indoor and
ﬁeld portion for each topic. After completing the eight-topic
program, participants apply what
they have learned by working
on actual projects, and their efforts are tracked by SGE once
they return to their own areas.
Although members of watershed councils are the primary
targets of the MWS program,
participants also include teachers,
farmers, foresters, urban planners, and individuals interested
in aiding the local environment.
“We found that our audience has
broadened,” Tara Nierenberg, OSU
statewide coordinator of watershed
education programs, said. “This
helps to connect new volunteers
to local watershed groups. This is
a great, unanticipated outcome.
Our challenge now is the limitation of money and institutional
structure to hire enough staff to be
able to continue as a functional
program and to meet the critical needs that are posed to us by
stakeholders of the Oregon Plan.”

Watershed Stewardship: A Learning Guide is
available to the public
for $42 through OSU
Extension and Experiment Station Communications (541-737-2513).
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